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Colorado Rocky Mountains

Now there is a way for Winter Park visitors to experience the majestic beauty of the Colorado Rockies without skis or snowboards. Hop on the Zephyr Express Chairlift after 11am daily and enjoy a scenic ride up to The Lodge at Sunspot for lunch. A 12-15 minute Zephyr Express chairlift ride will whisk you from the base area altitude of 9,000' elevation to the breathtaking Sunspot Summit at 10,700'.

Just imagine, now you non-skiers can take in the Colorado Rockies and meet the rest of your skiing and riding buddies for lunch at The Lodge at Sunspot! Wear warm clothes, appropriate snow footwear, hat, gloves and eye protection - and make sure to bring your camera!

Lift: Foot passengers are allowed ONLY on the Zephyr Express chairlift.

Time: Ticketed Foot Passengers may upload starting at 11am. Downloads are allowed between 12:00-1:00pm or 1:30-3:00pm. Foot passengers are not allowed to load prior to 11am, between 1:00-1:30, or after 3:00.

Price: $25 foot passenger tickets* are available daily for all guests. Available at Balcony House ticket windows, Group Ticketing, or the Balcony House Guest Services desk.

Note: Foot passenger tickets are designed for non-skiers/riders only. Passholders or ticketed skiers and riders are not allowed to ride a chairlift without equipment.
 
*With each $25 foot passenger ticket purchased, you will receive a $10 voucher toward your food & beverage purchases at The Lodge at Sunspot. No cash value, no change given, not valid at other resort restaurants. Voucher must be used same day. For more information, contact Guest Services in Balcony House or call 303.316.1564.
	Scenic Snowcat Tours
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Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Winter Park mountain in a heated 13 passenger snowcat. Two-hour tours depart daily at 10:00am, 12:00pm and 2:00pm. This loop tour travels across beginner, intermediate, and expert trails, making several stops along the way for photos. 

	Departs: 
	From the front of the balcony house at specified times.

	Times: 
	Weekends: two hour tours, 10:00am, 12:00pm, 2:00pm.
Weekdays: two hour tours, 10:00am, 12:00pm
Please meet 15 minutes prior to departure time at Guest Services in the Balcony House.

	Price: 
	$44 adult & Children 3 or under free if they can sit on an adult's lap.

	Dress:
	Dress for winter weather as you will be walking on the snow during arrival and departure and scenic stops along the way. Wear shoes suitable for snow, a jacket, and sunglasses. We also recommend gloves, hats, scarfs, and of course, a CAMERA!

	Groups: 
	Reserve an entire snowcat for 2 hours for just $484. New Sundown Special.

	Ski Train Guests:
	Book early to ensure a tour reservation! Call 800.729.7907 to book your snwocat or snowshoe tour. All Snowcat tours fit the Ski Train schedule. The 2:00pm tour will drop you off a little before 4:00 PM, in plenty of time for your 4:15 train departure.

	Where to go:
	All tour guests (with or without reservations) should go directly to the Guest Services Center in Balcony House. Advance reservations are strongly recommended for all tours.


	Advance Tour Reservations & Information: 800.729.7907.
Day-of-tour guests visit Guest Services in Balcony House to inquire about availability.
To request a call back from our knowledgeable Tour staff, please call 970.726.1616.

	

	Scenic Chairlift Ride to the Lodge at Sunspot
	

	Are you a non-skier or rider and want to meet your family for lunch on the mountain? Hop on the Zephyr Express Chairlift after 11am daily and enjoy a scenic ride up to The Lodge at Sunspot for lunch. A 12-15 minute Zephyr Express chairlift ride will whisk you from the base area altitude of 9,000' to the breathtaking Sunspot Summit at 10,700'.  Call 303.316.1564 with basic quesitons or reserve your foot passenger ticket in advance by calling 800.729.7907. Space is limited, so book early! Day-of guests please inquire about availability at Guest Services in Balcony House.
	


	Snowshoe Tours


Redfeather Guided Snowshoe Tours

	



	Try something different! This relaxing walk through the backcountry is perfect for non-skiers and first time snowshoers. The tour route travels off-the-beaten-path along wildlife game trails and summer mountain biking trails. Learn more about native plants and animals and enjoy the peaceful quiet of the forest. Tours include use of Redfeather snowshoes and a one-time lift pass on Gemini Express and a knowledgeable tour guide to lead your way. 
Tours begin in late November and continue through April 1.



	Departs the Village:  10:30am Daily & 1:30pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Capacity:  10 people per tour
Price:  $34
Where to go: Walk-up tour guests (with or without reservations) should go directly to the Guest Services Center in Balcony House.

	Day-of-tour guests visit Guest Services in Balcony House to inquire about availabilityTo request a call back from our knowledgeable 

	

	 
Self-Guided Snowshoe Hikes
	

	If you're feeling adventurous and prefer to head out on your own path, Redfeather snowshoe rentals are available at Balcony House Guest Services located in the Balcony House at the base of Winter Park Resort. A self-guided trail map and list of nearby trail routes is also available. 

Redfeather Snowshoe Rentals: 
Half Day Rental:  $14 per person (4 hours 8am-noon or noon to 4pm) 
Full Day Rental:  $19 per person
Where to Rent: Balcony House at the base of Winter Park Resort Be sure to ask your rental agent for a copy of the self-guided trail recommendations!
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+ Race against the clock, with your
friends or by yourself

+ Medals for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places
+ 11:00 am - 2:30 pm Lower Cranmer

* Register 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
at the timing hut

+ Group races available
+ Sign up today!





NASTAR Prices 
Adults, 18 and over: $7 for 2 runs, $10 for all day.
Kids, 17 and under: $5 for 2 runs, $7 for all day.
70+: Free Monday to Thursday.  Pay adult prices Friday to Sunday.

Groups rates available for 25 or more.
Have a fun race complete with your own results.
Call 970.726.1568 for more information.

NASTAR Season Pass 
Race as much as you want with the NASTAR season pass.
Adults, 18 and over: $100.
Kids, 17 and under: $60
Seniors, 65 and over: $60

Call the Competition Center at 970.726.1590 for more information.

	Mountaintop Nondenominational Services
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Outdoor services are held every Sunday, December 11, 2005 through April 16, 2006 at 12:45 PM at the top of the Zephyr Express chairlift.  A lift ticket is required.  

For more information call Guest Services at 970.726.1564.
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Village

Free Town Shuttle 

Why drive when you can ride free? Enjoy 'The Lift' town shuttle from your lodging to the lifts and from the lifts to your lodging. Click here to view a map, courtesy of Guest Guide publication.

The National Sports Center for the Disabled

Courage. Strength. Determination.  These are the qualities celebrated and embraced by the National Sports Center for the Disabled. 

Each year, thousands of children and adults with disabilities come to the NSCD to learn freedom, confidence and a sense of accomplishment. They take to the mountain trails, playing fields and ski slopes to experience the thrill and adventure of outdoor recreation and sports. With specially trained staff and its own adaptive equipment lab, the NSCD accommodates individuals with any mental or physical challenge.

	Community Profile
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AUTHENTIC COLORADO
The Towns of Winter Park and Fraser, located in Grand County, Colorado, are situated in a high mountain park at elevations of 9,000 ft. and 8,800 ft. respectively. The valley is surrounded by the Arapaho National Forest and three Wilderness areas: Indian Peaks, Byers Peak and Vasquez. Approximately 75% of the land in Grand County is publicly owned. 17,000 acres of public land is owned by the City of Denver Water Board. Nearby Rocky Mountain National Park sets aside 265,727 acres of natural land and wildlife habitat for the public to enjoy.

Tourism in the main source of industry in eastern Grand County (referred to as the Fraser Valley), while ranching and agriculture are the primary industry in western Grand County. The population of Grand County Colorado is approximately 12,000 in the whole county, and is dispersed through the rural areas and its six incorporated towns. Primary access to the Fraser Valley is via Highway 40 over Berthoud Pass, which reaches an elevation of 11,315 ft.

The Town of Winter Park (pop. 720) is 7.5 square miles, including the base village of Winter Park Resort. The town and ski area have long been popular with Denver Metro residents, though the region is quickly becoming a four-season vacation destination. Fraser (pop. 732) is 6 square miles and is the more service-oriented of the two towns, with a grocery store, elementary school, library, town hall and drug store. Both towns are characteristic of season resort towns. The Fraser Valley is only 90 minutes northwest of Denver, 90 minutes from Summit County and two hours from the Vail Valley. 

 History

The Fraser Valley is rich in heritage, ranging from the Ute Indians, logging and pioneers, to mining, ranching and the railroad. The area was inhabited by both the Ute and Arapaho Indian Tribes and was discovered by pioneers around 1820. The first settlers arrived around 1850, and the first post office was established in Fraser in 1876, which is now Cozen's Ranch Museum. 

David Moffat pioneered the building of a transcontinental railroad line from Denver to the West Coast. Tracks over the top of Rollins Pass were completed in 1905 and used steadily until 1928 when the 6.2 mile Moffat Tunnel was opened. The railroad provided the impetus for another industry in Grand County, logging. While the railroad was pushing west there was a tremendous need for timber. The logging industry flourished in the early 20th Century, helping provide valuable raw materials to Denver, a booming city on the border of the Western frontier. Although the first ski hills in Grand County were built in Hot Sulphur Springs in 1911, the railroad helped the ski industry flourish, especially Winter Park Ski Area, which opened in 1940. Today, the Ski Train still operates most weekends throughout the winter, providing guests a historic, unique way to come enjoy the mountains. 

 Climate & Ecology

Three ecological zones exist in the Fraser Valley: Montane, Sub-Alpine and Alpine. Their characteristics include sagebrush, willows, aspen, and lodgepole pine at lower elevations; mosses, lichens and pines above tree-line. Because of our high altitude and cold temperatures, winter tends to be long, but these characteristics give us some of the best powder skiing in the United States! We have some wonderful wildlife as neighbors, including elk, moose, deer, raccoons and porcupines. Predators, such as bears, mountain lions and coyotes, make this their home as well, and you should be prepared to know what to do should you encounter them ( the US Forest Service office in Granby, (970) 887-4100, has information).

Average High Temperature: 54° F/12° C
Average Low Temperature: 14° F/-10° C
Average Annual Rainfall: 27 in/69 cm
Average Annual Snowfall: 231 in/587 cm
Average Annual Sunny Days: 250

 

Grand County Activities - Winter

 

	Fraser River Trail
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Bring the whole family

Total Trail Length: 5 miles (one way)
Elevation Gain: 550 feet
Rating: Easy
Winter Time Uses: Cross Country Skiing, Snowshoeing

Point of Interest: The Fraser River Trail is a five-mile multi-use trail connecting Winter Park Resort and the towns of Winter Park and Fraser. This wide, flat trail is perfect for children, novice bikers and rollerbladers and those still getting acclimated to the elevation. Picnic tables are located along the trail from the Town of Winter Park to Winter Park Resort.

To go to Fraser: From the Winter Park Visitor Center, cross U.S. Highway 40 and follow the sidewalk north until you reach the paved pathway. Just outside the town of Winter Park, you can remain on the paved pathway or you can cross U.S. Highway 40 at Cozens Ranch Museum to access the unpaved portion of the Fraser River Trail. This scenic gravel trail parallels the Fraser River. The willows adjacent to the trail are a favorite hangout for moose. 

To go to Winter Park Resort: From the Winter Park Visitor Center take the sidewalk south to the paved pathway. The trail follows the Fraser River through Idlewild Campground. Just past the campground, the trail goes under U.S. Highway 40. Remain on the pathway until you reach Trademark Condominiums. From here, follow the signs to Winter Park Resort. 

Winter Grand County Activities
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Winter Grand County Activities
Whether it be Ice Skating, Dog Sled Rides or Snowmobile Tours, winter at Grand County is fun for all. 

Snowmobile Tours

Grand County is known for it's tremendous snow and even better snowmobiling.  With a variety of options to choose from, you can get a tour to suit your needs.  From the paddle-tracked powder sleds to the newest comfort touring models, this is the best way to see one of the most beautiful valleys in Colorado.

	Grand Adventures
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At Grand Adventures, you have the unique opportunity to choose from a wide variety of snowmobile activities (guided or unguided). We do everything possible to assure a safe and enjoyable experience. However, because of the inherent risk involved with this type of outdoor activity, your participation is "at your own risk". We strongly recommend guided snowmobile activities for the beginner to intermediate riders and those with teenage drivers. Our staff of professional guides know how to customize each tour based upon the conditions and the group to "better" your snowmobiling experience. All our guides are fully trained in first aid, CPR and backcountry snowmobiling expertise. They are also very knowledgeable about the area's history and local wildlife. For the advanced snowmobile rider, our staff of factory trained technicians have the latest in mountain performance and deluxe touring sleds ready for you. Machine orientation, safety tips and maps will be covered with each group before departure.

 

  Conveniently located on the FREE “Resort Shuttle” bus route. 

  Highest groomed trails, largest play areas, powder meadows. Lots of FUN! 

  You will drive a deluxe Polaris snowmobile which provides both luxury and performance. 

  Guided and unguided tours.  

  Groups of 10+ machines receive 10% discount. 

  Transportation to Grand Lake from Winter Park, provided Monday - Thursday, requirements apply 

For lodging and snowmobile tour reservations, 
Call 800-979-0332
For guided or unguided snowmobile activity rates and information, 
Call 800-726-9247. 

	Trail Blazer
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Winter Park's Favorite since 1983 because we've got the most and highest trails, top notch guides, the most powerful snowmobiles and Winter Park's premiere snowmobile tour. With over 100 miles of maintained trails in the Arapaho National Forest, our trail system is the largest permitted snowmobile trail system in Colorado. 

Phone:
970.726.8452 

	Tubing Hill


Fraser Tubing Hill: Fun for the whole family
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Bring the whole family for a snow tubing adventure! Located behind the Alco shopping center in Fraser. Groups welcome. 

For information call 800.903.7275
	Ice Skating


Cooper Creek Square Rink
Skating is free, skates may be rented at nearby Christy Sports (726-8873) or the Viking Lodge (726-8885).

Devil's Thumb Ranch
Skating is $5.00 for adults and $3 for kids and skate rental is $3.00 for adults and children. Call 726-8231.

Fraser Valley Recreation Rink
Located in Fraser off County Rd. 5. No fee-bring your own skates. Call 726-4708.

YMCA/Snow Mountain Ranch
No fee-bring your own skates. Call 887-2152.

 

	Sleigh Rides


Sombrero Stables
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· Only sleigh ride company located in Winter Park. 

· Conveniently located on the free Resort Shuttle bus route. 

· Rides depart at: Noon, 1:30, 3:30 and 5:30. Please arrive 30 before departure. 

· Two group sleighs and one private sleigh available. 

· Group discounts on 8 or more. Restriction apply. We can handle up to 34 people/ride in two sleighs.

	


Sleigh Ride Tours


HOT COCOA RIDE: Let our team of Belgians or Percherons take your family and friends on a relaxing sleigh ride through open meadows along the Fraser river to a cozy campfire where we serve "complimentary" hot cocoa. Soft hay and warm blankets keep you comfortable during the ride. We take you on a scenic 30 minute ride out to our fire ring where spend apprx. 15 minutes around the fire before heading back to base. Entire trip lasts apprx. one hour. A truly enjoyable experience for all ages! Reservations are recommended as minimums are required. Plan a 30 minute early arrival for check-in. Rides start in December and go through March, depending on weather and snow. 

PRIVATE SLEIGH: A single draft horse pulls this small sleigh on a 30 minute loop through open meadows and pine trees along the Fraser river. Perfect for proposals, newlyweds or just a few friends and family. Sleigh capacity is 4 people. You may bring your own refreshments and customize your own ride. Call our reservations desk for more information. Reservations and deposits required. Rides start in December and go through March, depending on weather and snow. 

WHAT TO WEAR: While blankets are provided, we suggest you dress in layers such as ski wear. Gloves, a warm hat and insulated "after ski" boots are also a good idea for around the campfire. Don't forget the camera, sunglasses and sunscreen.
For information call 800.979.0332
	Dog Sled Rides


Dog Sled Rides of Winter Park
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Our huskies run the equivalent distance of the Iditarod race in Alaska. Enjoy a half hour, one hour or one and a half hour trip pulled by eight Siberian and Alaskan huskies. Our private trail system on the edge of Winter Park offers excellent views of the valley and surrounding mountains. The trips are fun and educational for all ages and ability levels. Trips run November through April and reservations are required.

	Hot Springs


Where the Ute Indians once bathed, healed mind, body, and spirit and relaxed in sacred waters... at 7,600 feet elevation. The Springs has been in operation continually for the past 140 years. There are now 22 pools and private baths plus our new jet spa and outdoor oriental bath and solarium pool. Come for a massage or body wrap and stay in our lodge.   Located just 29 miles from the Winter Park Ski Resort, The Springs is a perfect place to unwind after a challenging day on the slopes. 
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From Resort: Take Highway 40 for 29 miles into Hot Sulphur.
Hours: 8:00 am to 10 pm 7 days a week

	Hot Air Balloon Tours


Grand Adventure Balloon Tours
Spectacular flights over the Winter Park/Fraser Valley year-round. See a bird's eye view of the Continental Divide and all the beautiful mountains, lakes, rivers, and forests within.
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Phone
970.887.1340

Toll Free
888.887.1340

Email
fly4ahi@rkymtnhi.com

Website
http://www.grandadventureballoon.com
Blue Sky Balloon & Airplane Adventures
Drift away in your private hot air balloon! MOST EXPERIENCED! MOST AFFORDABLE! Low family and group rates. Airplane tours and air taxi service to DIA available, too.

Phone
970.887.3001

Toll Free
800.696.1384

Email
mark@blueskyballooning.com
	 History and Museums


Grand County Historical Association

The Grand County Museum preserves and interprets the history of Grand County, Colorado. Collections include over 7,000 photographs, artifacts, and manuscripts. Exhibits include railroading, skiing, Ute Indians, and pioneer life. Hot Sulphur Springs, CO (970) 725-3939. 
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